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Del. beaches get sand on time

Replenishment work set for end of June

By JENNIFER BROOKS / News Journal Washington 
Bureau 

04/08/2005

WASHINGTON -- By mid-June, beachgoers will be 
strolling the newly resanded beaches at Dewey and 
Rehoboth, now that the Army Corps of Engineers has 
raised the $7.6 million it needs to complete the project. 

In March, the corps announced that some of the money 
designated for the $18 million beach replenishment 
project had been shifted to other uses, which isn't 
unusual, said Ed Voigt, spokesman for the Army 
engineers office in Philadelphia. 

Work continued as the Delaware congressional 
delegation worked with the corps to find money in its 
budget to complete the beach projects in time for the 
summer tourist season. 

"In the summertime, the beaches are the lifeblood of 
many Sussex communities, and there was no way we 
were going to let this funding issue cause any kind of 
problems for Rehoboth or Dewey," Sen. Tom Carper, D-
Del., said in a joint statement by the delegation. 

Now that the funding has been secured, the project is 
back on track. The work is scheduled for completion by 
June 24, Voigt said. Although the work will take place 
during Memorial Day weekend, he said crews will shift 
the work so the most popular beaches will not be 
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affected. 

"As long as they're done by the middle of June, we'll be 
happy. Our season really kicks off when school's out," 
said Rehoboth Beach City Manager Gregory Ferrese. 

To keep the project moving while the corps scoured its 
budget for enough money to finish the project, Delaware 
officials dipped into the budget for future work around 
Bethany, South Bethany and Fenwick Island beaches. 
John Hughes, environmental control secretary for the 
Department of Natural Resources, said work crews drew 
about $800,000 out of the $7.6 million budget for the 
future beach projects. 
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